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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 3114 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SU 

SUBJECT: MORE STATE SECURITY TRIBUNAL VERDICTS 
REF: KHARTOUM 2876 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . ANOTHER SET OF VERDICTS HAS BEEN ANNOUNED. SENTENCES 
HAVE BEEN ISSUED BY KHARTOUM STATE SECURITY TRIBUNAL WHICH 
WAS IN SESSION BETWEEN AUG 26 AND OCT 3. SEVENTY-NINE 
DEFENDANTS INVOLVED IN EARLY JULY ABORTIVE COUP ATTEMPT 
WERE TRIED. SIX DEFENDANTS WERE SENTENCED TO PRISON TERMS 
RANGING BETWEEN FIVE TO EIGHT YEARS. SIXTEEN DEFENDANTS 
WERE SENTENCED TO PRISON TERMS RANGING BETWEEN TO TO FOUR 
YEARS. TWENTY-NINE OTHERS WERE SENTENCED TO PRISON TERMS 
RANGING BETWEEN TWO TO EIGHTEEN MONTHS. TWO DEFENDANTS 
WILL BE RELEASED IF THEY PAY A FINE RANGING BETWEEN 1,000 

AND 50,000 SUDANESE POUNDS. TWENTY-SIX OTHERS WERE ACQUITTED. 
END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. COMMENT: RELATIVELY LIGHT SENTENCES AND LARGE NUMBER 
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OF ACQUITTALS REFLECT FACT THAT MOST OF THE DEFENDANTS 
WERE BUSINESSMEN WHO MAY HAVE INADVERTENTLY OR UNKNOWINGLY 
HELPED FINANCE OPERATION THROUGH USE OF NIL- VALUE IMPORT 
LICENSES WHICH INVOLVED MAKING PAYMENTS OUTSIDE 
SUDAN. APPARENTLY THE COUP LEADERS WERE ABLE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THIS SYSTEM TO OBTAIN FUNDS. BUT THIS WAS 
OFTEN WITHOUT WITTING PARTICIPATION OF MERCHANTS INVOLVED. 

WITH THESE VERDICTS NOW ANNOUNCED, WE BELIEVE ONLY ONE 
MORE SECURITY TRIAL REMAINS TO BE COMPLETED. AN UNKNOWN 
NUMBER OF DEFENDANTS WHO WERE WOUNDED DURING COUP ATTEMPT 
AND WHO UNTIL NOW WERE UNABLE TO STAND TRIAL, WILL NOW 
HAVE THEIR CASES HEARD BY SPECIAL TRIBUNAL. BREWER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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